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FAFFIRE F!?E‘.-'CIE\IFT_
COLES BAY. TASMANIA

World’s your oyster

GREAT FOOD, DATZILING SCEMERY, WILDLIFE GALCRE
THIS LUXURY LODGE HAS IT ALL

e oysier is gigantic. a

mongtar of a molluse bigger

than your hand. Cur guide

plucks A from a submenged
wire basket & stone’s throw from
snore and prises open tha fid, the
plossy conlants eliciting gasps from
our little group standing thigh-high
in tha Great Swanport estuary. “Ie it
edibie?” | ask, as i | haven't just
consumed the firet of several
extranrdinary maeals &t one of the
world's great luxury nature lodiges
and have room to knock off a
creature of tris size hefors
aftarmnoon e,

“Thase are the peta,” explang
our guide — meaty Pacifics allowed
ta reach expermental proportions
al Freycinel Marine Farm for the
benefit, it seems, of visibors like us
fram nearby Sallire Freyomet lodge,
They wouldn't lloat a coel's baost,
unliks thi array of bivalves now
being lald oul on a seni-submergad
white-clothied table nearby, In
rubber-bocted bb-and-braca
widers, wi shosh over Tor @
shaacking demo and a chat, slurping
dowe oysters with lime wedges,
ponzil ar Tabasco and of courss

glasses of Tasmanian bubbies, As is
thix case with many of the activities
offerad to Saffire guests, thera's lots
of brain focd on the menu; we learn,
for instance, that once the oysters
reach a good sze in ther cosy
astuanine beds they are elocated 1o
iooean waters for a sabbatical.
Molluscs, it seams, benadit from a
change of scenary too.

And what breathtaking scensry
it Is. & seabird fiying ower the bays
and capes of Freyonet National
Park on Tasmania's east coast
might apat, in & protected nook
betweean Mina bMile Beach and
\Wineglaze Bay, the pale, undulating
roctiine of Saffire Frevoinet's main
g, lnoking for all the workd like a
gEant aken stingray resting amaong
the trees. From the road, however,
this architectural triumph and the 20
lewar-5esd Buxuiry suiles Tanned aul
i It are completaly hidden; 12
yaars atter the retreat openad,
natund has reciaimaed the perdmober
and its immaenian is compiels,

Saffire's rendwned poersonal
towch is appanant the mament | pull
up alt the driveway, where a staff
member is at the msdy o whisk

‘Wowy: Saffine Frayninet gnd 1he Hezards; the lodpe, &
el Palate; oyster e, eruiss 1o Setouten sand
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ey G an lugoaee) insice b
lofty main lodge, undar & stunning
fimnered ceiling and expanss of
aliss Iooking el te She gk granite
paaks of the Hazards mountain
range, it's Just minates beafare 2
aliass of wine is clicred along with
my perscnal induction to planet
Saffine. My sulte, called Peregrine,
iE a Beudilolty desianed array
COMmErisng a private entry
courtyarad, lerge bathroom and king
b 2oneg slepping down oo
sumptucus lounges anga and privets
deck. Unbelievably, =t 80sqm it's
ane 4l e more maodestly sized
suUites but no less luurious for it
ard all have the same oricsieas
wigws, There's a minibar brirmming
with local goodics. bubbles on ice...
ard too litle time to leuriate before
lunch is sereed al Palale restaceant,
its aver-changing menu a creativa
comucops that over two daya
Sirmply refuses 10 be conouernd,

Luckily for the wastline the
emphasia here i on activitizs in
raliae, a5 gentle or strenuos &5
you like. In addition to package
Imciugions such aa the ovets farm
wisit and urimssable Tassie Devl
expariance ithe guided visit to the
lodie's ange encloaure for a few
rescues seniars s fascinating,
though bracs yoursalf for feading
time} | cpt for the Schaouten |siznd
Oraise. In Salfre's dedicated crulser
wo trace the coastline down tha
peninsula, cur guide oointog out
hlack-faced cormoeants, tems and
eagles. seal coloniss and anciant
aaologize! wonders, A bolsterous
opaan swell ados to the exhilaration,
the waves crashing against shaer
rae-topped cliffs o bouldars
palnted ochre by lichan, and far the
sale of a few gresn-gilked guests
we tum far hame.

I calmer waters, | becoms
fimated on sooiting one padticular
creature: the white-bellied 522

Life
TRAVEL
BY CATHY DEMOND

vaigley, ol which Thizee ang @ dogen or
50 breading pairs on the penirsula
Bran food: the szgle, with its
wiregspaan b up be 2, will Build a
nest the size of a family beanbag in
the fork of @ great gum. Then,
lincing a2 leakaut = perbaps in b
paie bare arms of & tree high above
the rocky shore — 1wl wat anc
wartch, irmrmciile foe hoors o oend,
\Watchirg, watching, as if with a7
the teme In the wiorkd.

AFarfsct fon Lovers of luxury
in nature.

Ahdust do: At least a couple of
complermantary activities:
Tagmanian Dol ercounler; oysles
farm, beskeaping or Connection to
Counfry indiosnous experisncs;
(i Freycinel Bays & Capes
Walk, cockiail class or archery. The
Schoutsn [sland Cnuiae (S3250p)
pravicles an unforgeltake
perspectvs on the coastling and its
ecclogy. If tme allows, visit local
cellar doors such as Poaoley's on
wour wiy home,

Aning: Al meals are in glass-
wllad Palate restaurant cvaroaking
the bay. with exquisits dishea
favauring local produce. The menu
changes daily deperding oo the
catch. & six-course degustation
menu has wines sslcked 1o vour
tastes, or go & la carbe, Pre-oinmar
crinks in the loumge ard in-suite
rinitaarare also ineluded.

A Seting thars: Safirs Freyvoinet =
at Coden Bay, a @.8-howr drive
north-gast of Hobart. Pick up a
snach pack with map in the Saffire
Lounge &t Hobart alrpart.

A Bottor irs: All-inclusve package
frarn F2500 per paracn per nignt.

A =iffire-fresvioet com o b




